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The question of which is the best and safest general anaesthetic continues to be constantly brought under the notice of the profession by the frequent occurrence of deaths during anaesthesia. The fact that opinions are still so divided shows that a good deal can be said in favour of both chloroform and ether; but one thing stands out pre-eminently, and that is, that when deaths do occur they are nearly always when chloroform has been used. It is also fairly evident that, so far, experiments on animals have not helped us much in coming to a right conclusion as to the safest anaesthetic to use for the human subject.
Chloroform.?One of the great advantages of this agent, and I believe reasons, speaking generally, why so largely used, is the very simple way in which it can be given even by one who has had very little experience in anaethetics. It is also fairly pleasant for the patient to inhale, and in the great majority of cases it answers the purpose admirably; but these advantages are counteracted by the treacherous way it acts in some instances.
A few of the deaths reported lately are good illustrations of the different ways in which chloroform appears to kill. Some of the patients were obviously not fully under the anaesthetic, as they were said to have " struggled, evidently feeling the pain," and immediately afterwards the heart and respiration stopped. Others in going under struggled violently and suddenly died. Another died just after he had been lifted from one place to another; while another succumbed apparently because the chloroform was administered to him whilst he was sitting upright. There is another way of explaining these cases. When a patient struggles he always holds his breath, and it is generally understood that any obstruction to breathing, whether the chloroform is being given at that particular moment or not, is very likely to impede the heart in its action. If the breath is held for any length of time the pulmonary circulation and the right side of the heart become engorged, and in this way the heart's action is interfered with. The heart thus working under difficulties, now has another strain thrown upon it by the violent exertions of the struggling patient. It 
